
One of Victoria Avenue’s more colorful historical figures was Charles Montagu Dammers, commonly 
known to his friends and neighbors as “Captain Dammers.”  Charles Dammers came to Riverside and bought a cit-
rus grove on Victoria Avenue between Jane and Mary Streets.  While he lived in Riverside producing citrus, he be-
came very interested in horticulture and the natural history of insects (particularly butterflies) and became well 
known for his studies of insect life histories.  Mr. William Wilkman (Wilkman Historical Services) completed a 
study (February 14, 2012) of Charles Dammers for Staters Brothers Markets as part of their expansion project on 
Mary Street and the redesign of Washington Park.  Charles Dammers’ former house, which existed on the corner of 
Mary and Victoria, was removed as a part of this park redesign.  I rely heavily on information from Bill Wilkman’s 
report to write a two-part history of Charles Dammers.  In this article, I cover his early years and his citrus manage-
ment, botanical and horticultural accomplishments, including his famous horsechestnut tree. 

 
Early History—Charles Dammers’ father, Alfred William Hounsell Dammers, was born (in 1848) in Hanover, 
Germany but moved to England where he became a naturalized citizen.  His mother was born Hebe Julia Annette 
Templer in London in 1852.  The couple married in 1876 and had eight children, 5 boys and three girls.  Charles 
Mantagu Dammers was the second child (and son) and was born in 1878.  Although Charles attended two different 
primary (private) schools, he enlisted in the British Navy in 1890 at 12 years of age.   At age 26, after 14 years of 
service, during which Charles Dammers rose to the rank of Commander with a specialty in minesweeping, he re-

tired and bought a ranch in Argentina.                                         Continued on page 2 
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 Victoria Avenue Forever goes “dark” over the summer and starts up again 
in September.  We were involved in many activities this year, which are summa-
rized by our outgoing President, Frank Heyming on page 2.  Frank also provided 
an article on “forest therapy” which is found on page 3.  We thank Frank for his 
great leadership and for the time and energy he has devoted to us over the three 
years of his Presidency and for his many years of service as a Board member and to 
the Avenue.  We are grateful that he will stay on the Board.  The annual ballot is 
inserted in this newsletter.  Please take time to vote for next years’ Board and pro-
vide any comments you have about VAF activities or about Victoria Avenue.  We 
want to hear from you.  Finally, I present the first of a 2-part story about an histor-
ic  figure, Commander Charles Montagu Dammers and his relevance to Riverside’s 
past, present and future.  Come visit the Avenue over the summer too. 



 

President’s Corner—Frank Heyming 
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 Victoria Avenue Forever had a successful work 
day on May 11, 2013.  We did our part in Keep America 
Clean and Beautiful by picking up trash along Victoria 
Avenue from Central to La Sierra.  Thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped. 

 The Washington Park/Stater Bros. expansion is 
moving forward.  As part of the development Washing-
ton Park will be expanded to Victoria Avenue.  The 
Board of Directors of Victoria Avenue Forever wanted 
to honor former mayor Ron Loveridge and his wife 
Marsha for their many years of service to Riverside and 
specifically their support of Victoria Avenue.  We 
thought a fitting memorial would be renaming Washing-
ton Park, Ron & Marsha Loveridge Park.  We appreciate 
your support in this process. 

 The Overlook Parkway draft environmental im-
pact report was presented to the Riverside Planning 
Commission on June 6th.  Victoria Avenue Forever again 
presented our views on the effects the Overlook Park-
way connection would have on Victoria Avenue.  The 
commission recommended – leaving the gates open at 
Crystal View Terrace, but not completing the Overlook 

Parkway connection.  They also recommended yet an-
other Environmental Impact Report to more fully study 
the transportation impacts of Overlook Parkway. 

 Sometime this year as you approach Victoria Av-
enue from one of the side streets you will see beautiful 
new signs announcing “Historic Victoria Avenue.”  The 
signs are the same design as our Riverside neighborhood 
signs but with a Victoria Avenue motif - palm trees, or-
ange groves and ragged robin roses.   

 The undergrounding project between Maude and 
Washington is proceeding.  Most of the wires have been 
removed as well as the upper portions of the poles.  

 If you would like to get more involved and have 
a bit of extra time, why not consider joining the Victoria 
Avenue Forever Board?  No experience necessary, just a 
love of Victoria Avenue.  Call me at 951-743-8110 and 
let’s discuss it!  

  I have enjoyed serving as president of VAF for 
the past three years and I hope you will join me in wel-
coming Darleen DeMason as our president elect in Sep-
tember. 

Charles Dammers—continued from page 1 

The ranch was 27 square miles in size and produced cat-
tle and/or sugarcane.  During Charles’ ten year stretch of ranch-
ing he met a Spanish woman whose first name was Juana and the 
couple had two children, Esther Maria and Charles Hounsell 
“Carlito” out of wedlock.  In 1914, when WWI started, Charles 
Dammers reenlisted in the British Navy.  He was assigned to a 
land-based Naval station in Malta and reassumed the rank of 
Commander.  Commander Dammers taught and did field work 
on minesweeping during the war.  At the end of the war he was 
awarded the Victory Medal (awarded to all British soldiers serv-
ing in the war), a Distinguished Service Order (for minesweeping 
operations in the Dardenelles and Bulgarian Coast), and the Le-
gion of Honour Chevalier (for his service on French soil during 
the war).  After the war, Charles Dammers must have returned to 
Argentina, but on August 14, 1920 he arrived alone in New York 
City on the U.S.S. Martha Washington from Conception, Argen-
tina.  It is not known what Charles did or where he lived when he 
initially arrived in the US, but his future wife, Ethel Abell (a 48-
year-old single woman) arrived in New York City on March, 19th 

                                                             Continued on page 4   

Figure 1. Charles Montagu Dammers—1915. Provided to 

W. Wilkman by Gail Vanderlinde, granddaughter . 



Take Two Hours on Victoria Avenue and Call Me in the 
Morning  by Frank Heyming 
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 The Japanese Forestry Agency has designated 48 official Forest Therapy Trails designated for “shinrin-
yoku” or forest bathing.  The idea behind these forest walks is to let nature enter your body through your senses.  
Japanese scientists are leading the research on how green spaces calm both the body and the mind.  Among their 
findings is that spending time in nature improves cognition, relieves anxiety and depression, and even boosts em-
pathy. 

 If you have been wondering why it felt so good to take a walk or bike ride down Victoria Avenue, now 
you know.  Scientific data from the University of Chiba and Nippon Medical School in Japan using field tests, 
hormone analysis and brain-imaging technology have come up with some interesting results.  A forest walk can: 

 -lower the stress hormone cortisol by 12.4% 

 -lower your blood pressure 1.4% 

 -and decrease your heart rate by 5.8% 

 Imagine what a Victoria Avenue walk could do! 

 Forest Therapy is becoming so popular that the South Korean gov-
ernment is spending $140 million on a new National Forest Therapy Center. 

 Well we didn’t spend $140 million, but you can still enjoy the smell 
of roses, orange blossoms and a variety of other flowering trees.  You can 
feel the bark of a giant eucalyptus tree, listen to the birds, and see the rows 
of stately palm trees and orange groves.  Victoria Avenue is Riverside’s own 
“forest therapy.”  Let’s all work together to preserve this “medical” wonder. 

mailto:info@victoriaavenue.org
http://www.victoriaavenue.org
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Charles Dammers—continued from page 2 
 
1921 from Southhampton, England and her ultimate 
destination was Riverside, CA.  Bill Wilkman did not 
find a record of the marriage, but an entry in “Who’s 
Who in California”, stated that Charles and Ethel mar-
ried in Riverside on April 4th, 1921 (when he was 43).  
Finally, Charles Dammers’ Argentinian children arrived 
in New York on June 2, 1925 from Buenos Aires.  Es-
ther Maria Dammers and Charles H. Dammers were 14 
and 12 years of age, respectively.                     

The Dammers Grove—Bill Wilkman could not find 
any exact information indicating when “Captain” Dam-
mers arrived in Riverside.  He married Ethel in River-
side in 1921 (above).  An article in the LA Times (dated 
January 1923) reported his participation in an upcoming 
polo match in Riverside.  Also, his name appeared in the 
1923 Riverside directory.  It is fairly clear that Charles 
bought his 20 acres of citrus in Arlington Heights in 
1924.  This is based on the facts that he was listed as the 
taxpayer of the property at Mary (to Jane on the west 
side of Victoria Avenue see Fig. 2) in 1924 and he told 
the LA Times in an article that covered his life in 1929 
(LA Times 5/26/1929) that “Five years ago, he pur-
chased a ‘run-down’ orange grove.”  He  and Ethel built 
their house on the property (near the corner of Mary 
and Victoria – Fig. 2) and it appeared on the tax rolls in 
1925.  This is the same year that Charles’ children ar-

rived from Argentina.   

The 1929 LA Times article went on to described 
how Charles converted the grove of 29-year-old trees 
that was “the disgrace of the avenue” into a “fine 
ranch” that “is anything but a disgrace now.”  In spite of 
the facts that he had limited resources and “no 
knowledge of orange culture” he learned by reading lit-
erature in various agricultural journals and magazines, 
seeking information and help from farm advisors and 
researchers at the Citrus Experiment Station in River-
side (which later became incorporated into the UC Riv-
erside campus.)  Captain Dammers attributed his agri-
cultural success to a number of good fertilizing practic-
es.  He used composite fertilizer (about 200 tons to the 
20 acres) and quick acting nitrogen as well.  He planted 
a cover crop in the fall and plowed it under in the 
spring.  In his opinion, the study of soil management 
and control of insect pests were among the most im-
portant challenges facing agriculture (and Americans).  
He had made a connection between “birds being slaugh-
tered to make a holiday for our so-called ‘sportsmen’ 
from the cities” and insect populations “getting the up-
per hand” so he understood the concept of biological 
control.  To protect his citrus from frost damage, 
Charles rigged up an electric alarm that sounded in his 
bedroom when temperatures dropped below 29 degrees 
in the grove.  Instead of oil, he used briquettes in the 
orchard heaters (smudge pots). 

Charles Dammers clearly invested considerable 
time and effort to citrus production and approached it 
in a very scientific way.  His interest and expertise in 

horticulture was demonstrated 
in other aspects of his life too.  
Charles had an extensive garden, 
houseplants and he built a 12 X 
40’ greenhouse at the front of 
his property.  In an article in the 
Southern California Academy of 
Sciences Bulletin (Vol. 36, Jan-
Apr 1937, Pt. 1:22) he described 
the plants in his garden that at-
tract butterflies.  He had most of 
the native species of milkweed 
(Asclepias spp.) and large amounts 
of climbing milkweed (Funastrum 
cyanchoides).  Dammers also had a 
cactus garden (where he died) 
and in it he had night blooming 
Cereus cacti.  Their flowers are 

Fig. 2.  Aerial photograph of Dam-

mers property—1948.  Property is 

outlined in white. From Riverside 

County Flood Control District to W. 

Wilkman. 
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Contributions to 

Victoria Avenue Forever 

March 1, 2013- July 15, 2013  

Endowment Fund Contributions 
 Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue in memory of, or in honor 

of, your loved ones.  Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for Riversides’ living 

legacy – Victoria Avenue.  We want to make sure to acknowledge every one.  If your gift is 

not acknowledged in this issue of the AveNews, it will be in the next one. 

  

Marie Cotter    In memory of Dick DeWitt 

Tad and Marilyn Dunagan   In memory of Joanie Dudek 

Betty Kelly    In memory of B.J. Rees 

Vicki Linaweaver    In memory of Jeri Fitzgerald 

David and Barbara Moore   In memory of Dennis Timmons 

Lynne Preston    In memory of Dennis Timmons 

Lynne Preston    In memory of Russell Walling 

Mickey and Georgia Raftery  In memory of Dennis Timmons 

Evan and Joanne Vail   In memory of Warner Kreutzberg 

 

Commemorative Tree Donations 
Anita Baumoel    In memory of Kermit J. Baumoel  

Frank and Lucy Heyming   In memory of Oscar Clarke & Faith Hauck 

Vicki Linaweaver    In memory of Jim Fitzgerald 

Jane Lamar Merrihew   In memory of Dick Merrihew 

Jeff and Dottie Smith             In memory of Greg Watkins, MD 

Kathy, Chuck, Carolyn & Chrissy In honor of Ray and Marilyn Harris’ 60th 

wedding anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

large, fragrant, white and are polli-
nated by nectar-feeding bats or by 
hawk moths.  Mary Lamar (Charles’ 
neighbor across Mary Street) told 
Bill Wilkman that he often invited 
lady friends over for a little sherry 
and to see the night blooms.  She 
added that “I would come over too, 
although I was much younger than 
the other ladies.”  One could con-
clude that Dammers had the first 
native plant, water-wise garden on 
Victoria Avenue which predated the 
Dr. Lewis Garden by quite a few 
years!  Mary Lamar also told Bill 
Wilkman that Charles had many 
varieties of geraniums (Pelargonium 
spp.) in his greenhouse.  He also had 
many “gorgeous” Gloxinia plants in 
his living room. 

Charles Dammers was also 
a self-trained Botanist and avid 
plant collector.  In the ‘Consortium 
of California Herbaria’ website 
(http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/
consortium/) there are 29 records 
of formally collected, mounted and 
annotated plant specimens in vari-
ous scholarly collections.  Most (14) 
of his specimens are housed in the  
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden  

Herbarium, but others are at UC Berkeley, one at UCR’s 
Herbarium and one in the Gray Herbarium at Harvard 
University.  The earliest collection date was 1924 and 
the last was 1940.  Most of his collections were dated 
1933.  Dammers collected in various counties 
(Riverside, San Bernardino, Los Angeles and San Diego) 
and in various habitats including deserts (Cottonwood 
Springs, Mojave, Coachella, Palm Springs and Borrego 
Springs), Providence Mountains, Point Fermin in San 
Pedro (coastal), and especially in the Gavilan Hills.  
Some specimens were collected in the City of Riverside, 
including one which was collected from an “irrigation 
ditch, Riverside.”    

 Charles Dammers had many ornamental trees 
on his property around the house.  Based on a diagram 
reproduced in Bill Wilkman’s report, from the City of 
Riverside Public Works Department street improvement 
plan, 1956 which depicts the entrance (from Victoria 
Avenue) to the Dammers residence with the placement 
of his greenhouse and trees, it is clear that there were 

many trees on the property.  The 200 ft long driveway 
was lined on both sides with trees.  On the south side 
there were 11 large trees which were dicotyledonous 
trees alternating with palms.  On the north side there 
were 7 trees and the greenhouse.  In the aerial photo-
graph taken in 1948 (Fig. 2) large trees can be seen on 
the property along Mary Street.   
 
The Dammers Horsechestnut —There are four spe-
cies of Horsechestnut (Aesculus) listed in the Sunset 
Western Garden book.  The most commonly planted 
species (A. hippocastanum) is native to Europe, but there 
is one species native to California (A. californica) and one 
native to the Eastern US (A. pavia).  Charles Dammers 
had a hybrid species with rosy crimson flowers (A. X 
carnea var. ‘Briotii’) that he had planted at the corner of 
Victoria Avenue and Mary Street (Fig. 3).  Due to the 
massive annual blooming and unique color of the flow-
ers, it became well known and loved by many residents 
of Riverside.  Lorraine Small who wrote a Gardening 
column (“Small Talk”) in the Riverside paper had often 
commented on it.   

           Continued on page 6 

http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium/
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium/
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Charles Dammer continued from page 5 

I reproduce below a quote from one of her articles that 
Bill Wilkman found: 

“Every year when the horsechestnut put on its col-
orful show, we reminded the public to drive by to pay 
respects to its beauty.  And on the weekends of its peak 
blooming period, countless people drove slowly past the 
intersection, some stopping to take pictures.” (Riverside 
Daily Press, 2-24-1974: B-13)  

This quote came from an article that was written by 
Lorraine after the tree had been transplanted in August 
1973 to the median of Victoria Avenue due to a project 
to widen Mary Street.  The Dammers horsechestnut tree 
was later designated City of Riverside Cultural Heritage 

Landmark 66.  Unfortunately, that tree was damaged in 
a storm in about 2008 and was removed.  Subsequently, 
Victoria Avenue Forever planted over 30 new A. X car-
nea var. ‘Briotii’ trees alternating with Pyracantha shrubs in 
the median between Jane and Mary.  Some of these have 
died and will be replaced when we can locate a vendor. 

In the next newsletter I will continue the saga of 
Commander Charles Montagu Dammers.  In that article, 
I will cover his foray into the natural history of insects, 
his artistic talents that supported his scientific pursuits, 
as well as his later life and fate of his property. 

Fig. 3.  Charles Dam-

mers’ horsechestnut 

tree after it was moved 

to the median at Mary 

St.  The image on the 

left is a shoot with 

leaves and flowers.  

The image on the right 

is the whole tree.  

These pictures were 

taken by Marie Hempy, 

year unknown. 

http://www.victoriaavenue.org
http://www.victoriaavenue.org/

